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You will be divided into your groups. 

1. Your task is read through the synopsis that is provided.

2. Next you will work with the text of Macbeth and find the 3 most important quotes in the your scene. 

Helpful tip: this is deep text with lots of layers and happenings. It would be wise to use quotes that are able to both concisely and thoroughly reflect the significance of the scene. 

Think about plot, theme, characterization---what do we learn from your quote 

3. You will write down your chosen quotes
 	i. Use proper citation 

4. You will act out your scene (2-3 minutes) 
i. As you act out your scene, which can be in modern English, you will need to say your three quotes as part of your performance. 
ii. Once your performance is over, you will explain to the class why you choses those specific lines and what they reveal 



Act 1 
Performance – 1 2 3 4 5 
Significance/Accuracy of Quotes- 1 2 3 4 5 

Act 2
Performance – 1 2 3 4 5 
Significance/Accuracy of Quotes- 1 2 3 4 5 

Act 3 
Performance – 1 2 3 4 5 
Significance/Accuracy of Quotes- 1 2 3 4 5 

Act 4 
Performance – 1 2 3 4 5 
Significance/Accuracy of Quotes- 1 2 3 4 5 

Act 5
Performance – 1 2 3 4 5 
Significance/Accuracy of Quotes- 1 2 3 4 5 




[image: Macintosh HD:Users:school:Desktop:Screen Shot 2017-10-22 at 4.24.57 PM.png]

[image: Macintosh HD:Users:school:Desktop:Screen Shot 2017-10-22 at 4.25.05 PM.png]























Repeat for ACT2-Act 5 [image: Macintosh HD:Users:school:Desktop:Screen Shot 2017-10-22 at 4.27.23 PM.png]
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SYNOPSIS

ACTI

As the play begins, three witches gather to meet Macbeth who s returning from an important battle. When Macbeth and
Banquo encounter the witches, they predict that Macbeth will be named Thane of Cawdor and King of Scotland, and that
Banquo will e the father of kings. The witches disappear. Ross, a nobleman, enters and greets Macbeth as Thane of Caw-
dor,just as the witches predicted. Later, King Duncan tells Macbeth that he intends to make his son Malcolm his heir, and
that he plans to visit Macbeth's castle. Macbeth’s wife receives a letter from Macbeth describing the witches’ prophesies.
Lady Macbethis ready to do whatever is necessary to ensure her husband becomes king. She devises  plan to get Duncan's
‘guards drunk while Macbeth kills the king and then blames the crime on the guards. She convinces Macbeth that he must
‘prove his manhood by following through with Duncan's murder.
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ACTHI

Macbeth follows what he believes is a bloody dagger
leading him to Duncan’s chamber and kills Duncan.
When Duncans murder is discovered by the Scottish
thane Macduff, Lady Macbeth faints and Macbeth kills
Duncan's guards for their supposed guilt. Duncans sons
Donalbain and Malcolm suspect foul play and realize
they are in danger so they flee the country. In Malcolm's
absence, Macheth seizes the throne.

ACTII

Haunted by the witches’ prediction that Banquo will be
“the father of kings,” Macbeth sends assassins to kill Ban-
quo and his son, Fleance. The assassins partially succeed,
killing Banquo, but Fleance escapes. Later, Macbeth hosts
abanquet and is terrified when he sees the bloody ghost
of Banquo. Suspicious of Macbeth, Macduff rejects his au-
thority and fiees to England tojoin Malcolm.

ACTIV ‘Miss Bateman os Lody Macbeth, 1875. By permission of the Folger Shakespeare Library.

Macheth returns to the witches who offer three prophesies: he must beware of Macduf; “none of women born shall harm
him;” and he will be safe until Birnam Forest moves to Dunsinane. They also show him a vision in which eight generations
of Banquo's descendents occupy the Scottish throne. Hearing that Macduff has fled to England, Macbeth sends assassins
to murder his wife and children. Macduff meets Malcolm in England and urges him to reclaim his throne. Macduffis told
that his family has been slaughtered. He vows revenge.

ACTV

Lady Macbeth is seen sleepwalking and re-enacting Duncan's murder each night. Malcolm raises an army and invades
Scotland. Malcolm'ssoldiers are ordered to camouflage themselves with branches from the trees of Birnam Forest,fulfill-
ing one of the witches’ prophesies. Lady Macbeth comumits suicide and Macbeth charges into battle. As Macbeth attacks,
he learns that Macduff was “untimely ripped” from his mother’s womb (born via caesarean section) and so was “not of
‘woman born.” They fight and Macduffslays and beheads Macbeth. Malcolm takes the throne of Scotland.
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CLASSROOM ACTIVITY: MACBETH IN MINUTES

Inthis activity, high school students will have the opportunity to engage with the story of Macbeth, as well as with
‘Shakespeare's language.

Divide the class into five groups. Give them the synopsis from pages 6 and7 and assign each group to an Act. (Since
Act Lis longer then the others, you may want to split it in half and expand the number of groups to six) Working
with their group, students will present an abridged performance of their Act for the class.

* Using the description of their Act in the synopsis, have students find one to three lines of text from the script
that correspond to each plot event. For example, to correspond to “Macbeth follows what he believes s abloody
dagger leading him to Duncan's chamber and kills Duncan,” they might use the line: “Is this  dagger which I
see before me/the handle toward my hand? Come let me clutch thee/ T have thee not, and yet I see thee still”

+ After they have identified their corresponding lines, have students create an abridged “script” for their Act in
the following way:

Narrator: Macheth follows what he believes s abloody dagger leading him to Duncan's chamber and kills Duncan.
Macbeth: Is this a dagger which I see before me,
‘The handle toward my hand? Come let me clutch thee:
Thave thee not, and yet I see theesstill.
Narrator: When Duncan's murder is discovered by the Scottish general Macduff, Lady Macbeth faints and
Macbeth kills Duncan’s guards for their supposed guilt. Macduffis horrified.
Macduff: 0, horror, horror, horror! Tongue nor heart cannot conceive nor name thee!

+ After they have completed their sripts, have students divide up and assign the lines and narration, and then per-
form their abridged Act for the class. Advanced students can add staging and movement to their presentations.




