Step 1: 
Start off with breaking down the question
Put it into your own words
Ask what is the importance of the topic
Have at least 3 synonyms for each key term 
Mind Map???
Step 2: 
Venn diagram 

Step 3 
Thesis development 

Step 4:
Outline of point 
     Mind map? 





[image: ]




[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]










1. What is X?




2. How does X Influence us?




3. Does X influence people in different ways?




4. What positive things can evolve from X?





5. What negative things can evolve from X?




6. What positive things can evolve from X?




7. How does X relate to what the characters are experiencing in the story?




8. Are there different types of X?











THESIS PRACTICE 

	
	BAD THESIS
	GOOD THESIS

	Is it CLEAR?
	Although the timber wolf is a timid and gentle animal, it is being systematically exterminated. [if it's so timid and gentle -- why is it being exterminated?]
	






	Do NOT make it GENERAL.  
	There are serious objections to today's horror movies
	

	Is it INTERESTING and ORIGINAL?
	There are advantages and disadvantages to using statistics.
	

	Does it answer the SO WHAT question?


	Shakespeare uses irony to show Macbeth’s greed.





	





Controlling Idea: Examine the characters of the piece and explain what they reveal about your controlling ideas. 

Examples: Given Topic: Adversity
Given the general topic of adversity a thesis statement may be:

In the play A Doll’s House, Heinrich Ibsen ‘s use of character development suggests the idea that adverse situations have the power to blow the monotonous continuum of one’s life to pieces and consequently may spur a search for personal identity.



Note: the basic parts
 a) title- A Doll’s House
 b) author’s name – Heinrich Ibsen
 c) genre – play
 d) technique – character development
 e) topic – adversity
[image: ] f) focus/controlling idea - Adverse situations have the power to blow the monotonous continuum of one’s life to pieces and consequently may spur a search for personal identity.
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COMPARATIVE ESSAY OUTLINE TEMPLATE
INTRODUCTORY PARAGRAPH FORMAT
Insightful Idea  + Text 1 + Qualifier in Text 1 + Text 2 + Qualifier in Text 2.

1. Format 1  Different 
(SAME topic but DIFFERENT)  text 1 + text 2 = topic/similar; however, topic/different = insight 
OR
2. Format 2 (SIMILAR)  
 text 1 + text 2  = topic/similar = insight







Format 1  Different 
(SAME topic but DIFFERENT)  text 1 + text 2 = topic/similar; however, topic/different = insight 
Hook: _____________________________________________________________________________. 
Context sentence:_______________________________________. Text 1____________________________by ____________________ and   text 2____________________
by________________. both  deal with the main idea/topic of_______________________________.  However, (text1)__________________ shows us through the development of (character/qualifier/circumstance/device)_________________________
 that (result) __________________________________________________________________________.  Whereas (text2)_______________________demonstrates (result)______________________________
______________________________________ through (character/qualifier/circumstance/ device) ____________________________________________________________________________________.  

Your turn: 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


OR    





Format 2 (SIMILAR)  
 text 1 + text 2  = topic/similar = insight 
Hook: _________________________________________________________________________. 
Context sentence: _______________________________________________________________.
 (Text 1)___________________by _______________________ and  (Text 2)  _________________
 by_____________________  both  deal with the main idea/topic of___________________________________________________________. In each piece (one/individual/reader, etc. ) can see how (character/qualifier/circumstance, etc.) _______________________________________________________determines________________________________. This__________________ is shown/revealed with (character/event/conflict/outcome)
_______________________________________________________in (text1)___________________
and (character/event/conflict/ outcome) _______________________________________________
in (text 2)_______________________________________. 

Your turn: 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



[image: https://lh5.googleusercontent.com/LFipXsLwPSbyMT1OzKI7FtehAaF7doe7TYn7pQhRTRE7UCMkR2CE8YIrnzKuN3rDAnAUEBKS9xEBVkxSO5vNDxOCsQ9WBdO9sOjwIwvRoenwtb2rJL9lqDm1RjY7PyxhFMvrUaAU]  
Body Paragraphs:
M.E.A.L  or T.E.E.C. 

Main idea (text 1) demonstrates/reveals etc. ____________________ through _______________.
Introduce evidence, “evidence”. 
Analyze evidence and text
Link your paragraph back to your thesis 

FORMAT 1 
Introductory Paragraph

Main Idea A 
Text 1
1. Example: 
2.  Analysis: 

Text 2
3. Example: 
4. Analysis: 

5. Link to thesis (how your paragraph proves your point/thesis) 

Main Idea B 
Text 1
1. Example: 
2.  Analysis: 

Text 2
3. Example: 
4. Analysis: 

5. Link to thesis (how your paragraph proves your point/thesis)  

Conclusion 
1.Restate your points
2. Restate your thesis 
3. Clincher Statement 






[image: https://lh5.googleusercontent.com/LFipXsLwPSbyMT1OzKI7FtehAaF7doe7TYn7pQhRTRE7UCMkR2CE8YIrnzKuN3rDAnAUEBKS9xEBVkxSO5vNDxOCsQ9WBdO9sOjwIwvRoenwtb2rJL9lqDm1RjY7PyxhFMvrUaAU]FORMAT 2 


Introductory Paragraph

Introduce Text 1 
1. Example: 
2.  Analysis: 
3. Example: 
4. Analysis: 
5.Link to thesis (how your paragraph proves your point/thesis)  


Introduce Text 2 
1. Example: 
2.  Analysis: 
3. Example: 
4. Analysis: 
5. Link to thesis (how your paragraph proves your point/thesis)  


Conclusion 
Restate your points
Restate your thesis 
Clincher Statement ---extension statement 
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Organization

There are a few ways you can organize your thoughis when first sitfing down to wiite the
comparison/contrast essay. such as the Venn diagram. This method can help you fo quickly
compare and contrast two things or ideas. Draw fwo circles, one for each item you are thinking
about, and have them overiap one another.

Here's an example, using two grocery stores:

Ma&Pa's

Super Grocery

Delivers Close to

home

Far from home
Accepts
credit cards

Very big small

Good fruit
selection

Short ines at the

Long lines at
cash £

the cash

Similar
prices.

Good bakery
section

Good organic
food selection

After you have finished brainstorming the differences and the similarifies, you should work on
developing your hess statement.

The Thesis Statement

Avoid using vague or general claims on the fopic. For example, “This paper will compare and
contrast two grocery stores, Ma & Pa's and Super Grocery" or “Ma & Pa’s and Super Grocery
are similar and different at the same fime"” are weak thesis statements, and something more
detaied should be included. A more appropriate thesis statement might be, "While the prices at
both Super Grocery and Ma & Pa's are very similar, Ma & Pa’s is sil the smarter grocery store
opfion. as i's closer to home, has a family-run atmosphere and offers a better selection of
organic foods.” Always make sure the thesis makes an argument, and doesn't just state the
differences and similarities.

Transitional words/phrases are important in a comparison and contrast essay. They allow you fo
make your papers smoother and easier to read and help provide organization. Most importantly
for the comparison and contrast essay, transitional words improve the connections that you are
trying to make!

Also, although, again, at the same time, but, compared to, contrasted
with, conversely, despite, even though, however, in contrast, in the same
way, like, likewise, nevertheless, on the contrary, on the other hand,
regardiess, similar to, similarly, still, while
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Exploration of Essay Topic:
X= topic

Question: What ideas does the author develop in regards to how a

characters influence has affected the actions of others in “The Crucible.”

. What is X?

. How does X influence us?

. Does X influence people in different ways?
. What positive things can evolve from X?

. What negative things can evolve from X?

. What motivates people to pursue X?

N A AW -

. How does X relate to what the characters are experiencing in the

story?
8. Most people would think or assume about X, but their
wrong. Actually...
9. Are there different types of X?
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Intrinsic value

> Extrinsic Rewards

When we examine
confiict, we have to
think about inrinsic and

~ extrinsic motivation:
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Introduction
(funnel)

Body

General to Specific
Thesis Statement

~Develop concepts
-Present evidence

(@ many paragraphs as
required)

Specific to
General
Final Statement




